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Members of the Menotomy Minute Men fife and drum corps play during Patriots Day ceremonles In 1993, 


Annual parade marks Patriot's Day 


Arlington's Patriot's Day activities — commemo- 
rating the start of the American Revolution — begins 
Monday morning at 9:30 a.m. as the annual parade 
steps off on Massachusetts Avenue between Apple- 
ton and Acton streets. 

The theme of this year’s parade is “Arlington- 
Menotomy 1775: First in the Fight for Freedom — 
Still in the Forefront.” 
ee e anane w parropia include Gov. 

iam Weld; U.S. Sen. John Ke. 

Joseph Kennedy. yane Rep. 

Also appearing will be a unit from the Arlington 
Feed Cooperative and several units from Arlington 
Lodge 1435, Benevolent and Protective Order of 

Elks, who will sponsor several contingents from the 

Aleppo Temple Shriners from Wilmington. 

Among the numerous fife and drum corps will be 
Arlington’s own Menotomy Minute Men musicians 
and the Acton Minute Men Fife and Drums. The 
Minute Men will be carrying the town flag for the 
first time. They arranged to have it made, and have 
also presented on to the state of Massachusetts for 
display in the Hall of Flags in the State House. 
Proclamation 


Eagle Scout Robbie Ford, of Troo) 
agle Ford, p 368, will read 
Gay William F. Weld’s Proclamation of Patriot's 
pave the 9:30 a.m. exercises on Town Hall Plaza 
vi 2 i 
piles ng a concert by the Arlington High School 
Ford is the son of Janet and Willi 
s am Ford, and h; 
lived in Arlington all his life. He attended Dallin Ele. 
mentary. School and Ottoson Junior High School, and 
x now a senior at Arlington High School, where he 
as served on the Student Advisory Council. He is a 
member of the National Honor Society, and was a fi- 


nalist in the Na A 5 
Sai ational Merit Scholarship competi- 


Church, where he serves as an acolyte. He is consid- 
ering a college major of either engineering or biolo- 


gy. 
Grand Marshal Trembly 


The Grand Marshal will be Emma Jane Trembly, a 
member of the Patriot's Day Committee for more 
than 20 years, and a past regent of the now-disband- 
ed Menotomy Chapter, Daughters of the American 
Revolution; she is now a member of the Joseph Coo- 
lidge Chapter, DAR. She chose to transfer to this 
chapter because she is descended from John Coo- 
lidge, a selectman in Watertown in 1635, and has a 
number of friends inthe Joseph Coolidge chapter 

She was born and grew up in Hancock, N.H., 
where she attended the local elementary school and 
graduated from Hancock High School. After working 

as a secretary for several years, she attended the 
New England Conservatory of Music, graduating 
with a diploma in organ music. She became organist 
at First United Presbyterian Church in Cambridge, 
where she met and, in 1952, married Gray C. Trem- 
bly. After time off because of the arrival of Anna and 
raward Trembly, she resumed the duties of organist 

She and her husband are members irst United 

Presbyterian Church. In addition to wie organist, 

Trembly taught Sunday School for more than 25 

years mostly in the interim ofher duties as organist 

grandshidren re aaeoa renane. Sve 

The Tremblys have lived ir nce their 
mal riage. He has beena scout ee mbr idge 
‘or more than 35 years. ere 


Marshals Meeting 


The meeting of the ma: ’s Day 

rshals of the patriot’s Day 
Parade will be held on Saturday whe Ps, at 9:30 
a.m. in the hearing room of the Community Safety 








He earned his Eagl 
ear Cagle badge in Februar S - 
doce was building a garden with raised nau 
pee ceo so that physically-challenged second- 
maen enjoy gardening with others in their 


He is a member of the High School Band and Jazz 


their final instructions : 

x concerni dering of 

pe parade Allmarshals are urged ea feo 

arshals are as follows: Division 1 gay Vann, 

John D. Sullivan and Jack Sisk Divisio nil RD 
: ) 


Band, the Drama Ch i ney 
Club, participating lub and the Gilbert and Sullivan Teale Division I — Brigadier, eralyohn i 
dleronthe Roof" recent production of “Fid- Division Wes oe EE Terni kion V:A 
In addition to his school activities, he works a o Scouts america ten sen a 
es, he works at the ts of America representative (t0 gerne 
iv 


Capitol Theater and the 


iE Arling fea 
office, and is a member maon Weatherization 


r of St John's Episcopal 


ca repre 


sen); Division V-B — Scouts er 
Boy S 
y of Am zib: 


sentative (to be > chris 
bane chosen); Division vis chnis 








Building on Mystic Street, when they will be given 


Arlington’s longest day 


Revolution began with fiercest fighting in Menotomy 





By Ralph W. Sexton 
SPECIAL TO THE ADVOCATE 





hen we celebrate 
Patriot’s Day, we 
should not forget 
that we 
Arlingtonians 
are celebrating 
the largest and most ferocious bat- 
tle of the first day of the American 
Revolution, 

Minutemen from as far north as 
Danvers and as far south as Ded- 
ham hurried to Menotomy (now 
Arlington) to ambush the British 
regulars, or redcoats, on their re- 
treat from Concord to Boston. 
More than 5,000 men fought bitter- 
ly in our town on that memorable 
day. We can visualize the battle’s 
ferocity by noting that one-half of 
the day's casualties occurred in 
the short distance from Foot of the 
Rocks to Spy Pond. 

The day began quietly but omi- 
nously for Menotomy people, who. 
in the wee hours of April 19, 1775, 
watched with apprehension as the 
redcoats marched through their 
village; apprehensive because ev- 
eryone knew that the only reason 
for the regulars to be out in the 
middle of the night — and on that 
particular route — was to destroy 
the provincial military supplies 
stored in Concord. The residents 
knew also what might happen if 
someone tried to stop them. 

Village not asleep 

The regulars were appre- 
hensive, too, because they sensed 
more activity going on than was 
proper for a village that was sup- 
posed to be asleep. When they saw 
a light, they demanded to know 
why 


the Committee of Safety, Vice 
President Elbridge Gerry and two 
colonels, who were sleeping over 
from a meeting held there the day 
before. These men had to flee out 
the back door, and escaped by hid- 
ingin some cornstubble. 

At one Arlington home, the wife 
satisfied the soldiers by telling 
them that she was making tea for 
her sick husband Actually, howev- 
the couple had been melting 
pewter plates to make musket 
balls, and when they heard the 
knock on the door, the wife upset 
the pot of molten pewter in the 
fireplace, and the man dived into 
bed. It was about this time that the 
British commander, Lt Col. Fran 
cis Smith, made a decision that, as 
it turned out, later sav ed him and 
his men from total destruction Re- 
alizing by then that the country- 
side was aroused, and knowing 
that he was bound to lead his small 
contingent to Concord, he sent a 
messenger back to superiors In 
Boston for re inforeements 

There are two excellent sources 
for information on what happened 
in Menotomy on that crucial day 
Gen. John R. Galvin; in his book 

The Minute Men, The First F! 
Realities of the Ameri 
Revolution” (Pergamon Brassey’ 
International Defense Publishers 
Ine, 1989), devotes a chapter to the 
Battle of Menotomy in great detail 


er, 
















anyone should be up at that 
hour. At the Blackhorse Tavern, 
they surprised three members of 


| 


April 19, 1775 


a2 


Of course, there also is the well- 
known book “West Cambridge 
1775,” by the Rev. Samuel! Abbott 
Smith. Reprints are sold by the Ar- 
lington Historical Society. At the 
time the book was published in 
1864, Arlington was called West 
Cambridge 


Word of attack spreads 

Col. Smith led his men to Lexing- 
ton, and after the encounter there 
and during the march to Concord. 
he became acutely aware that the 
countryside was filling up with 
minutemen. The messenger sys- 
tem (Paul Revere and dozens of 
others), organized by the Commit- 
tee of Safety, had spread the word 
to surrounding towns, and would 
continue to do so all day. After de- 
stroying whatever stores he could 
find in Concord and becoming 
aware that the situation was get 
ting more dangerous every minute 
for the safety of his men Col 
Smith prudently decided to begin 
the march back to Boston Almost 
immediately, the minutemen ha 
rassed the regulars, firing at them 
from behind stone walls build 
ings, and whatever else afforded 








them cover, 
Meanwhile, early in the morn 
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Coming 
EVENTS 


‘Man from La Mancha’ at Regent Theatre 


A Waltham troupe's production o 
vived fora second run, this time att 
ii Mancha’ is scheduled to be th 
Po nu hears Company in residence at the 

Ctl as nota ast ear’s production by th H A 
Ams, a Mancha” opens at Regent Thes M 

il 26 and runs April 27, 28 and Ma s OT 
performances except the Sunday m. upper 
al admission is $16, $12 for elders ar 
der 20. Gene s 
de eneral admission for Th 

For more informatic 

ation and rese; 
ing at Regent Theatre c MIZO sont 





{Man from La Mancha” 
he Regent Theatre ‘ 
1e first productio; 


will be re 


n of the newly born 
eater, taking many 
ey Players, 
at 7 Medford St. on 
een ain time is 8 p.m, for all 
nani as $ hich starts at 2 p.m. Gener 

ance or students and children ur : 

ay and Sunday performances Í 





he 
ier productions upcom 


Folk singer to perform at local Coffee House 


p Nashville inger songwriter Hu 
ed Door Coffee (7 ‘alvi 
Ave AANA OA Ba Hea Non adist Church, 300 
draw upon his seve itt ties April 20, at 7:20 p.m H Manaaohusatta 
draw Upon His seve nih s eneration rural Missouri Upbring s folk songs 
been recorded by Kathy Matten, Don Willams und Nighy Bhan neve 
Ph D y Skaggs x 
Doors open at 0.45. Tickets € nro available, Tieke (naro $0 pen 





nter Moore will be 





Performing at the 





by phone at 646-8679 May ba purchased atthe door orra veape h M! 
DY phon p 46-8078 r or reserved continuon and Uang 4, 
tor tha buligi eee adi 
Idin ! 
Yue 


tau 

polda 

pont ay Plaza. Mimi Roberto and T 
prow ooended up Getting the equipment at the public auction last month 


ation to pay off debts of tha previous owner Luigi's Specialty Shoppe 
ony Musto have been running the shop fornearlyayear| | 
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ing, the Menotomy minutemen 
mobilized according to previously 


arranged plans, and pi led to 
Lexington under the command of 
Capt Benjamin Locke. Galvin says 
that the Menotomy company was 
part of a militia regiment com- 
prised of several companies from 
the surrounding towns that fol- 
lowed the British to Concord 

When the British began their re- 
treat, the Menotomy men did their 
part to hamper their progress. 

They fought the regulars all the 
way through Menotomy and to 
Charlestown. 


While this was going on, the rein- 
forcements asked for by Col. Smith 
arrived in Menotomy. The march 
through Roxbury, Brookline, and 
across the Charles River to Cam- 
bridge and into Menotomy was in 
silence. Galvin says that Lord Per- 
cy, the commander of the rein- 
forcements, noted in his report 
that "...all the houses were shut up 
and there was not the appearance 
fa single inhabitant.” That is, un- 
til they got to Menotomy, as, ac- 
cording to the Rev. Smith, a little 

irl, Nabby Blackington, innocent- 
ly walked through the red-coated 
BATTLE, see page 6B. 








Movie 
LISTINGS 





Arlington Capitol Theatre 
204 Massachusetts Ave. 
648-4340 (listings) 


April 12-18 

m UP CLOSE & PERSONAL 
(PG13) 11:45, 2:10, 4:35, 7:05 
and 9:35. 

m ALL DOGS HEAVEN 2(G) — 
11:30, 1:10 and 2:50. 

@ RUMBLE IN THE BRONX 
(R)—5 and 9:15. 








@ MR HOLLAND'S OPUS 
PG) — 1:20, 4:05, 7, 9:45. 
m GEORGIA (R) 4:55, 7:10 


and 9:35. 

@ THINGS TO DO IN DEN- 

VER (CR) = T15 

@ BROKEN ARROW (R) - 

9:40 

@ MUPPET TREASURE IS- 

LAND (G) 11:30, 1:25, 3:20, 

oh ) 3:20, 

m BABE (G) — 11:30, 1:20, 3:10. 

al t AVING LAS VEGAS (R) 
1, 3:05, 5:10, 7:15 and 9:30. 





Tonight onty 
m TOY STORY (Q) 11:90, 
1:10 and 2:50, ‘ 


@ FRENCH TWIST (R) — 1 
405.945 4 
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The Battle of Menotomy 


BATTLE, from page 5B. 

column to follow her mother’s cow 
that was in her care. No harm 
came to her or the cow. The older nick of time. They were almost out 
men of Menotomy, the ones ex- of ammunition and about to panic. 
empt from military service be- After setting up a temporary camp 
cause of age — many of them vet- around the Munroe Tavern in Lex- 
erans of the French and Indian ington to provide rest for the men 
War — watched in frustration as and to treat the wounded. the 


men, and wounding others. 
Percy's reinforcements reached 
Col, Smith's exhausted men in the 


Percy and his 1,200 men passed by. march resumed. The original con- 
They were too many to do anything tingent, under Col. Smith, was 
about placed at the front; while the fresh 
Wagon ambush troops were used on both flanks 


The exempts were heartened, 
however, when a mounted mes- 
senger from Cambridge told them 
that supply wagons were ap- 
Proaching under a small guard 
The wagons had been held up un- 
til the wagon guard replaced the 
torn-up planking on the bridge 
that they used to cross the Charles 
River, They stationed themselves 
behind a wall, and when the con- 
voy was about to go past them, Da- 
vid Lamson, the leader, having 
first ordered his men to aim at the 
horses, called out to the drivers to slope across from Foot of the 
Surrender, who replied by whip- Rocks and looked down on the 
ping up their teams. The exempts plain of Menotomy. It had been 
fired, killing several horses, two only a few hours since he passed 


and at the rear, where they used 
cannon to keep the minutemen at 
bay. Although the firing from the 
minutemen was intense at first, 
the Nanking parties were ruthless. 
and after some time, it was begin- 
ning to seem to the regulars that 
the worst was over. 
Battle of Menotomy 

As they approached Menotomy, 
however, itbecame clear that a big 
fight was looming Percy must 
have had difficulty believing his 
eyes when he passed over the 


Brandeis University's 
Department of Theater Arts presents 


The Skin of our Teeth 


by Thomton Wilder 
directed by Richard Corey 


The American classic and winner of the 
Pulitzer Prize. This is the extraordinary ad- 
venture of the Antrobus family down 
through lime from the Ice Age to the war — 
any war. They have survived a thousand 
calamities by the skin of their teeth, and 
the play is a tribute to their indestructibility 
J} and a testament of faith in humanity 


April 16" Through 28" 


call for exact dates and times 
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WIST THE SONY PICTURES ENTERTAINMENT SITE AT http jwa somycom [FOR ADVANCE TICKETS AND SHOWTIMES CALL IPEM 


= WEEKE 


Each week in your Community 
Newspaper find our new profes 
sional career supplement with 
hundreds of listings for profes 
sional opportunities throughout 
Eastern Massachusetts 


Advertisers, Don't Miss 
The Market That's JobSmart! 


For information on 
Advertising in JobSmart 
Sontact Mark Mcauliffe at 
617-433-6064 

Or Bob Sheinteld 

at 617-433-8241 






THE SMART SOLUTION TO 
YOUR CAREER SEARCH. 
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HUNDREDS OF 
JOB LISTINGS 
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through the empty village, but 
now, in the words of Galvin, 
* there were as many minutemen 
and militia waiting for him in 
Menotomy as there were to his 
rear and on his flanks. Two thou- 
sand provincial soldiers were now 
riding herd on him, and 2,000 more 
had stationed themselves between 
his column and Boston.” 

You can imagine the activity that 
had been going on in our town on 
that afternoon. Hundreds of min- 
utemen on both sides of Concord 
Road (Massachusetts Avenue) 
sought what they thought to be the 
best firing positions Some posi- 
tioned themselves on the high 
ground on the south side, while 
others found places along Mill 
Brook to conceal themselves. 
There was no overall leadership, 
and many of the men did not know 
about the flanking parties. This is 
what caused a great tragedy to oc- 
cur later at the Jason Russell 
house. The battle of the day was 
about to begin. The colonial 
troops, then deployed in 
Menotomy, were going “..to be in- 
undated by three columns of red- 
coats — one down the road and 
one on each flank.” 

Why Menotomy? 

But why Menotomy? Why was 


Lexington 
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1794 Mass. Ave 861-6161 


Disneys Homeward Bound 2 (6) 
Sat thru Thurs 1230 230 430 


Disneys Toy Story (a) 
Sat thru Thurs 12:40 2.40 4.40 
Fargo R) 

T10 930 
Georgia (n) 
$30 only 
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Advertising 


Classified Space & Copy 
Deadline: 
MONDAY, 4 p.m. 


ourtown destided to bear the 
bruntofthedays fighting? The an- 
swer goes bak More than 100 
years before then, to Capt. Gearge 
Cooke's mill. T% make it possible 
for farmers from far-off places to 
bring their gain to the mill, Wa- 
tertown (Pleasant Street) 
and Woburn Road (Mystic Street) 
were constructed. As Galvin says, 
© all roads ledto0 Menotomy when 
the purpose was to Intercept the 
British” The towns that sent min- 
utemen to Menotomy that day in- 
cluded Beverly, Danvers, Salem, 
Lynn, Cambridge, Medford, Wa- 
tertown, Roxbury, Newton, Fram- 
ingham, Westlord, Concord, Ded- 
ham, Needham — and almost ev- 
ery town suffered some casualties. 

The men on both sides of the 
road waited. They could hear the 
cannon and the musket-firing 
coming closer They could see 
smoke from burning houses. Percy 
had no intention of marching 
through Menotomy without clear- 
ing every building in his way. A 
deposition fmm a British officer 
notes that Cl Smith's men (who 
were leadingthe way) “...were now 
obliged to force almost every 
house, for the rebels had taken 
possessionof them and galled us 
exceedingly, but they suffered for 
their tementy, for all that we 
found in the houses were put to 
death.” 

Tufts Tatem was the first build- 
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Just A Keminder, 
Are Your Rugs Due To Be Cleaned? 


As you know, walking on rugs alone does not them 
out. But when accompanied by sand, grime, and most needed 
repairs, the life of your rugs is shortened considerably, 
Present this ad at the time of the service call and receive a 
20% DISCOUNT on all rug cleaning including Oriental 
and Wall to Wall Carpets. This offer good until May 31, 
* We buy & sell Oriental Rugs « 


* Oriental Rugs * Armstrong Linoleum 
* Wall to Wall Carpeting » Hardwood Flooring 
* Cleaning « Repairs » Appraisals 















S, Area 
1996, 





West Concord 
1237 M: 
R 








Mon -S. Thur 
(508) 371-0277 r 2 





Joseph G. 


amwe 


93 Pleasant 


y Belmont 
R Route 
n. Ingi Mog. Rou'e 60 


Street, 








A\yant! 





Starts Frida 


| DIDHAM 
ade as 


Vane A Byta oi bip wwe diny tom /Disney? 


Breathty;. 
yi masterpiece. / di 
\s af a. one of the greatest bilg ofn 


> WW: Br bat neh . Ny 
go jy unning \n instant Disng th 


a 


[EOP Wik (ny Pon | |soienviLig) 
rer ive J) Sis rhoo 


|| WOBURN |/ ean iol MRN 
CAL iis LNTO 


\ moviem; 1), ° 

á MN y ns i 
t y 
i lons, 


Was, 





















(WoL 
[ae 





son f 





53 Leonard Street 








Too o a eee 


ing in Menotomy to be peua ihebattis move aa Ep ee Naa 
X K ace party À 
En ee en fire after help- Menotomy. A regular noat bis im 4 
ing themselves to whatever a Roxbury man, Dr. oon 
ori them desperate bayonet fight “ 
kami man Bowman of the Menotomy 
Russell's return 


minutemen, who had no bayonet, 
Whon Jason: Russell denon found himself face-to-face with a 
from taking his i veep Aa regular. Using his musket as a 
found men from Danvers. Need- eb, he knocked the regular down 
Beverly, Lynn, and Dedham club, k The most 
ham, y had and took him prisoner 
on or near his property. They sting and exciting story of 
aken up positions there. even intere 5 o ‘ 
Re arned by the day, however, 1s about 80-year 
though they had been warned by 5 Sonuel Whi ay Se 
xperienced men that their old Sa: ttem z 
pat raga Ammi ed asifhe wanted to stop the regu: 
ae Bad. pains ac- lars all by himself. Taking his two 
Cutter, who had a y z he 
tion in the capture of the supply pistols, gb ae pusit vo 
wagons, tried to tell Russell, who chose a spol ina EEA a PEN 
as 58 years old and lame, that that put him in the pi fa : 
kis 7 arty. Whittemore, waiting un 
this was no place for an old man. ing p: n jrma Rae 
RUSE ee aS aae and his musket ~ killing one of them 
man’s house is his castle,” an is m - soft i 
continued to improve his position. He jumped up, Sring Bis pino : tols, 
It was not much later when flank- and succeeded in ing AA 
ers surprised these men, who at one more, before a musket i 
first repulsed them; but when ad- him inthe face. As the minutemen 
ditional flankers rushed over, the with him pulled back, several reg- 
minutemen withdrew, and had no- ulars leaped over the wall and 
where to go but to Russell's house. bayonetted him over and over. The 
Some tried to surrender, butitwas happy end to this story is that 
too late. They "..were butchered Whittemore, even though bayonet- 
with savage barbarity,” according ted 13 times, and with half his face 
to a Danvers man who survived. shot away, survived and lived to be 
Russell, the last man to enter the 98 years old. He is quoted as saying 
house, was shot twice and bayonet- that he would do the same thing 
ted several times. The fight inside again, ifneed be. 
was brutal. Trapped on 
ee sory ely men Hes Lynn The British did quite a bit of mis- 
leaped out of a window. One was chief in Thomas Russell's store. 
shot, but the other got away. In all, After finding that the minutemen 
the regulars killed 12 men — seven hiding there had fled, they are re- 
from Danvers, and others from ported to have left the molasses 
Lynn, Salem, and Needham — but and liquor barrel taps running, af- 
they were not able to get at the ter first destroying whatever they 
men from Beverly, who made it to could. A short distance down the 
the cellar. This fight at the Jason road from where the Mankers left 
Russell house was the single Whittemore was Cooper's Tavern. 
bloodiest encounter of the day. This the regulars plastered with 
Luckily for us today, the flankers musket balls to cover a search par: 
did not have time to set it afire. Itis ty who found and killed two un: 
now the headquarters of the Ar- armed Menotomy citizens, Jason 
lington Historical Society Winship and Jabez Wyman. Next 
The battle rages came the Black Horse Tavern, thé 
Just about that time, flankers last building that they had to clear 
Seemed to appear from nowhere before marching over the 
to force other Danvers men toward Menotomy River (Alewife Brook) 
Spy gona Wilh the pond behind into Cambridge : 
em, flankersononeside,andthe B s ==- 
mainbodyapproachingontheoth. It had yaf T Recta. 
cr, they desperately ran across the Menotomy PAE ae 
road in front of the main body to it niea Ee pia great day, as 
escape. Somehow, they eluded the a cay that we ard 
flankers on the other side before 





C2 
Spring ‘96 Bead Affaire 
Saturday, Ap 


ril 13, 1996 10AM -5 PM 
at the Armenian Cultural Center 
47 Nichols Ave. Watertown, MA 02172 
ae J pumnission $2.00 
nsored by Beadesigner Internati 
ti 
(The New England Bead Society) (61 7)499-0499 
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